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Out of this WORLD into the Next. 
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He ſhall gather the Lamps with his Arm, and carry 
them in his Boſom. . 
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Marr. Xxviii. 10. 
| Take heed that ye deſpiſe not one of theſe LITTLE Ones, 


| Young Children in their early Days 
Shall give the Gop of Abra'm Praiſe, 
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Sold at the Veſtry of the New - Way Chapel Weſtminſter; 
and by J. Mrz ws in the Strand, 
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GOOD SHEPHERD, Ge. 


N the great revival of experimental religion, 
I with which the Lorp was graciouſly pleaſed 
to viſit New England; among a variety of 
other things, its oppoſers very warmly condemned 
the meeting of Children, to read and pray toge- 
ther. The motive was eſteemed little better than 
a childiſh affectation of imitating grown perſons : 
the reſult foretold to be folly and confuſion. 


Hiſtory the beſt authenticated, however, aſſures 
us, that Gop had ſhewn in that work a very par- 
« ticular regard to little Children; and that ſo glo- 
« rious a manifeſtation of his love towards per- 


« ſons in a ſtate of Childhood was ſcarcely ever 


« heard of.” Mr Jonathan Edwards, paſtor of a 
Church at Northampton, expreſsly ſays, © I have 
« ſeen many happy effects of childrens religious 
& meetings. Gop has ſeemed often remarkably 
« to own them; and really deſcended from hea- 
ven to be amongſt them. I have known ſeveral 
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<« probable inftances of Children being converted at 
„ ſuch meetings *.” 


The ſame judicious author is of opinion, that 
notwithſtanding Children do nor excel in method, 
or always ſpeak good ſenſe, in expreſſing their 
petitions before Gop ; yet they feel their wants, 
and mean well, The Logp underſtands them, 
nor 1s their devotion interrupted by any ſuch 
ſhort-comings as theſe. 

There are defects in the prayers of perſons, 
whoſe age and experience too often make them 
deſpiſe the feeble efforts of a Child, a thouſand 
times more abſurd, and ſinful; productive of 
greater confuſion, and a greater abomination in 
the ſight of Gop, Happy! thrice happy are the 
people! however diſtinguiſhed by age, experi- 


ence, or parts, who have a great high Prieſt bear- 


Ing the 1niquity of their holy things, and purging 
them from all their ſins. > 


There is not ſo much difference before Gop 
between Children and grown perions, as the latter 
are willing to ſuppoſe. Rich in obſervation, and 


proud of their own acquirements, they are apt 


to imagine themſelves better qualified to render 
acceptable ſervices unto Gop, than a poor ignorant 
little 


* T apprehend Mr Edwards formed meetings of this kind 
in his own Pariſh; ſor in the year 1740, when Mr Wite- 
field, in travelling through America, was at Northampton, he 
ſays, “at Mr Edwards's requeſt, I ſpoke to his little Children 
% wid were much affected“ 
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„ 
little Child, untaught in ſcience and not verſed in 
the ways of the world. But the leaſt attention to 
the New Teſtament will evince their ' miſtake. 
There it is written, Whoſoever ſhall not receive 
5 the kingdom of Gop as a little Child, he ſhall 
not enter therein,” Mark x. 15. 


Years of maturity do not bring us nearer unto 
Gop. Men muſt be derobed of ſelf-conceit, 
fancied acquirements, contempt of others, and 
feel themſelves poor, humbled Babes before they 
ſeek unto the great Prophet of fouls. Indeed, 
neither the want of great natural knowledge, or 


of an intimate acquaintance with the perſons and 


things of this preſent world, are at the root of 
impiety, but want of Love to Gob. 


It hath pleaſed the Lok bo, in a wonderful man- 
ner, to “ perfect praiſe out of the mouths of 
<« Babes and Sucklings” — Pſalm viii. 2. To diſtin- 
ouiſh many of them with that ſpiritual know- 
ledge and heavenly wiſdom, which pleaſes him, 
and renders the liſpings of their worſhip more 
acceptable, than that of the great, the learned, 
or the wife, Thus, it may be ſaid, is fulfilled 
the prophecy, which exalts the teaching of Gop 
above all the ſtrength and learning of men. 


„The child ſhall die an hundred years old, 


1ſaiah lxv. 20. 


Of ſuch importance has the religious Education 
of Children been eſteemed by every Chriſtian 
Church, that there is not any to be found without 
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Catechiſms adapted to their own reſpective ſen- 


timents; and injunctions on their Paſtors to en- 


force the uſe of them. And ſo very expreſs are 


the Conſtitutions and Canons of this Realm upon 
the ſubject, that Every Parſon, Vicar, or 
-<« Qorae, upon every Sunday and Holiday, 
before evening prayer, is bound, for half an 


hour or more, to examine and inſtruct the 
6. Youth, and ignorant perſons of bis pariſh, in 


ce the Catechiſm ſer forth in the book of Com- 
% mon Prayer, under pain of reproof for the 
« firſt, ſuſpenſion for the ſecond, 'and _— 
00 munication for the third f omif on. 


To let on foot and encourage a practice 3 
long and too much neglected; to ſtir up Paſtors 
and Parents diligently to bring up the riſing 


generation, in the fear and admonition of the 
Lorp—and to encourage all who are engaged in 
a work of ſuch importance to youth, and ſo 
uſeful to ſociety; 1 lay the following account 
before the public. Several Miniſters of the 


Goſpel, many ſerious perſons, and the greateſt 


part of her ſchool-fellows were eye and ear-wit- 
neſſes to the happy, Journ, triumphant, and 
„ abundant entrance,” this dear young ſoul, 
« had into the everlaſting kingdom of our Loxo 
6 and Saviour Jesus CurisT,”” 2 Pet. i. 11. b 


The Text which ſhe choſe, and, in part, the 
ſubſtance of the ſermon, which I preached upon 
it, are added, in order to explain to, and enforce 
on other Parents and Children what 'T .appre- 
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hended was the duty and privilege of all, who 


, were gathered together upon the ſolemn occaſion 


of her funeral. 


M. S. was one of the firſt chitdres who were 
admitted into the Goſpel- Society Charity School at 
Chicheſter. Her underſtanding was uncommon 
for ſo young a perſon, and her attention greater 
than is generally found among Children. Ac 
the latter end of the year 1775, it pleaſed God, 
after a lingering illneſs, to rake away her mother, 
which had a very viſible and laſting effect upon 
the Child. Her maſter and miſtreſs ſoon ob- 


ſerved her remarkably ſerious, in attending the 


religious exerciſes, which all the members of 
that ſchool, were conſtantly engaged in. 


Her maſter has aſſured. me, that under his ex- 
hortations he has ſeen her deeply thoughtful on 
the value of her immortal foul—awfuily im- 
prefſed with a ſenſe of the miſcrable ſtate of an 
unpardoned ſinner after death—greatiy delighted 
with a view of the way, in which the Logp was 
pleaſed to accept, forgive, receive, and, finally, 
to glorify a returning prodigal, and eſpecially, 
overwhelmed with grief, admiration, and gra- 
titude, on hearing that ]:$us became © the 
e ranſom of many,” and bore the wrath of Gop, 
in order to fave the loſt. She has often ſtood 
bathed in tears, and weeping over the evangelic 
fory; as her nameſake formerly did over his 
feet, who was the divine author of it. Her love 

AS and 


CY 
and gratitude ſeemed to equal, notwithſtanding, 


her actual tranſgreſſions muſt have fallen far 
ſhort ot hers. 


She became very earneſt in her devotions ; 
great fervor appeared in her prayers, and great 
Joy in her praiſes. The former, during her re- 
ceſs from ſchool, have been ſo affecting, as to 
throw her relation, who overheard he into 
tears; and the latter ſuch as evidenced to all 


* wy inward peace, and heartfelt reconciliation 


"ici delight in the fowithe Hymns ſhew how 
much ſhe was affected with her Saviour 8 ſuf- 


ferings. 
3 


They pierced 27M to the heart. 

O!] let me view the wound; 

And count the precious, precious drops 
That ſtain the 1 ground. 


II. 
Ah! who could marr Thee thus, 
That never didſt offend ? | 
How could a ſinful world combine 
Againſt the ſinner's friend? | 


„ 
There needed not the ſpear, 
To ſhed my Saviour's blood: 
Love would have burſt his tender heart, 
Whilſt mercy pour'd the flood “*. 


She 


Counteſs of ne. 8 Hymns, Page 379. alſo Pa ge 
* 1 Wy : 


CW 
She loved her Bible, and was therefore often 
found reading it. Het behaviour at Chapel was 
devout and artentive. 


In a ſhort letter to one of her ſchoolfellows, 
ſhe prayed that her ſiſter (ſo ſhe called her) 
might proſper, and be in health, eſpecially in 
her ſoul, which was her better part: She tells 
her, the body muſt moulder in the duſt; but 
the ſoul can never die; and adviſes her to fill up 
her time to the glory of Gop, that, hereafter, ſhe 
may be happy with Gop. 


Thus did Gov manifeſt himſelf to this child. 
He made her attentive to his providence, and 
gave her grace to receive his word. Reader! 
| how often haſt thou ſtopped thine ear? How 
many deaths have left thee dead in fin? How 
many ſermons and exhortations haſt thou heard, 


and put from thee ? will not this Babe riſe up in 


judgment againſt thee ? 


As ſhe hved, he died. CHRIST was her hope 
in time; He became her portion on the verge 
of eternity. What divine knowledge! what holy 
breathings! and heavenly longings to be gone 
filled her heart! Her body was an emaciated 
corpſe; but her ſou! was enlarged, and daily 
mounting upon the wings of faith and love to 
Gop. One of the moſt affecting ſcenes I ever 
remember to have been preſent at, was on a Sun- 
day morning, when ſhe ſent for me to unfold her 
little mind. All her ſchoolfellows ſtood around 
| her, 
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„ 
her bed, and ſhe was exhorting them to CHRIST. 
I ſpoke to, and prayed with the young congre- 
gation, and they went away in tears. 


Her weakneſs was ſo great ſhe could ſpeak but 
little at a time. But in different converſations, 
at different times, with her relations, friends, 
other Miniſters, and myſelf, the following, with 
great meckneſs, humility, and gratitude, ſhe 


declared were the feelings of her heart, her hope, 


her aſſurance. + 


One Saturday morning ſhe broke out, I am 
ee thinking of death. I can talk of death with- 
« out ſhuddering; becauſe | have made my 
e peace with Goo. Whenever death ſhall come, 
“J have nothing to do but to die. O, what a 
ce bleſſed thing! The Lorp bas anſwered my 
„ prayers. While in health, I always prayed, 
« Lord, when I am to die, let me have nothing 


* to do, but to dic. What a bleſſed meeting ſhall 
c we have in heaven! for 


« White are the robes we all ſhall wear, 
And crowns upon our heads “.“ 


In the afternoon, as one was reading to her a 


Hymn out of Dr Watts's firſt Book on Death 
and immediate glory : 


I. | 
We walk by faith of joys to come; 
Faith lives upon his word: 
But while the body is our home, 
We're abſent from the Lorp. 


T's 
* Counteſs of Huntingdon's Hymns, page 262, 


C = * 

_ | 

*Tis pleaſant to believe thy grace; 
But we had rather /ee : 


We would be abſent from the fleſh, 
And preſent, Lok p, with thee. 


ſhe cried out, 

« My ſoul is ready to has out of the body to 
te pet to glory. I long to be with Jesus. —Hea- 
<« ven is begun on earth. — I am in heaven now, 
„ jn a manner.” 


Being carried to Lady Huntingdon's chapel one 
Lord's-day, at her own earneſt requeſt, ſhe heard 
the Miniſter preach upon “ Thanks be to God, 
te who giveth us the victory through our Logp 
4e IxsusChRIST.“ After ſhe came home; ſhe ſaid: 


« That ſubject ſuited me, I have got the 
« victory over death, hell, the grave, and him 
* who has the power of it.” Being aſked who 
that was, ſhe replied, the Devil. 


A perſon coming in told her that a Clergyman 
had lately mentioned the following anecdote in 
a ſermon, *© A Chriſtian man being near the 
« cloſe of life, was attended by an apothecary, 
te who was allo religious. On his friend's de- 
« parture, he was defirons of hearing his laſt 
« words, and for that purpoſe, laid his ear to 
« his patient's mouth. He heard him fay, Jo 


66 ever with the Lox, for ever with the Lon p.“ 
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« Ah!” cried the child, * if it were not for 
« theſe words for ever, I ſhould have no comfort 
« at all. O, how merciful has the Lord been 
« to me! I believe there are younger children 
than I am in hell: for none can be ſaved un- 
« leſs they believe in the LoRD Jesvs CHRIST; 
c and I am ſure, they who curſe, and ſwear, 
« and lie, and take God's name in vain, do 
4 not believe.” 


On another occaſion the following converſation 
paſſed. 

My Dear, ns one, are you not afraid 
to die ? 


A. M. S. No, I am ſure of going to glory. 

2. How are you ſure of that? 

A. M. S. CnrisT has died for me. 

9, Could you not have been ſaved without ? 

A. M. S. Not a ſoul could have been ſaved 
without the death of CurisT ; becauſe heſeiußied 
the Juſtice of Goo. 

2. Do you love Chriſt! ? 

A. NM. S. O yes. | 

9. How came you to love Him ? 

A. M. S. He firſt loved me, or I ſhould never 
have loved Him. 

9. When did He love you firſt ? 

A. M.S. From eternity. 

. Why do you think fo? | 

A. M. F. Becauſe it is written, © I have loved 
« thee with an exerlaſting love, and therefore 


- & with 
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4 with loving-kindneſs have I drawn thee,” 


Jer. xxxi. 3. 

9. Have you nothing to recommend you to 
Gop's favour? N 

A. M. S. No. 

'9. Your attention at den good behaviour 
at chapel, conſtancy in prayer, are theſe nothing? 
A. M. S. There is no goodneſs, no merit in 
all theſe. Nay, there was /in in my beſt duties; 


for my heart was continually * from 


Gov. 

9, What is your laſt _ and advice to 
your ſchoolfellows ? 

A. M. S. That they would come to CRRISTr. 

9. Would not a proſpect of future health, and 
of being again with your nn, make you 
with to be here? 

A. M. S. No, I long to be with CHRIST. 

One evening being ſomewhat worſe, and to all 
appearance near her departure, a friend enquired, 
if ſhe was ſtill deſirous of going to Chriſt? She 
replied with a very ſweet ſmile, Les. 

9, Is CHRISTH precious to you now? 

A. M. S. O yes, yes. 


9. Have you ſuch pleaſing views | of heaven 


as you had ? 
A. M. S. Not at t preſent. 


Some time after, ſhe ſaid, her views of bliſs 
were returned. It being remarked, that ſhe ap- 
| * a little better, Ah!” fays ſne, I am 
ce ſorry 
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1 ſorry for it; when I was got ſo far on my Jour- 
4 ndys and ſo near my home; [ am ſorry for it,” 


During her few latter hours, ſhe often re- 
peated that CHRIST was precious to her, ſeemed 
to be in little, if any pain, and was heard to ſay, 
about an hour before ſhe; breathed her laſt, 
„Lok Ixsus, recei ve my ſpirit.” 


She ſpoke no more, but died. 


The text, which ſhe requeſted me to preach 
upon, at her funeral, was alas xlii. I. 


Behold my ſervant whom I uphold, mine 
« elect in whom my ſoul delighteth.“ 


In diſcourſing with her upon it, I found her 
ſatisfied, that CarisT was the perſon there called 
a ſervant, that Gop delighted in Him, and fully 
perſuaded that her ſoul did. | 


In this point of view, I placed the text: I 
ſhewed that CHRIST was here ſpoken of; that 
his Father delighted in both his perſon and his 
work; and that his people, when they were 
brought to the knowledge of Gon, of themſelves, 
and of Him, drew all their comfort, joy,. and de- 
light, from what he was, had done, and ſuffered 
for them, 


What I laboured moſt, was to point out the 


_ reaſons, which ſo young a perſon—a Child of 
2 about 
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about eleven years *, might have, to make this 


dear Redeemer the object of her choice and de- 


light. Upon throwing rogether the ſeveral ex- 


Preſſions 

In the valuable account which the late pious and 
great Mr Whatefield has left us of his labours and ſucceſs, I 
find ſome very ſtriking inſtances of Young People's being 
brought to Gop. 5 At Boſton. one little Girl, about eight years 


old, came to me under deep concern; ſhe, as her friends 


told me, had been wreſtling for CHRISTNH; and while ſhe was 
wreſtling, it came to her mind, that IEsus being in an agony, 


prayed yet ſo much the more earn:ſtly, and that an angel was 
ſent from heaven to ſtrengthen him. This encouraged her : 


to perſevere, and her ſoul ſoon received ſome comfort, 
Another miniſter's daughter has been quite reſtleſs after 
Cuaisr, night and day. And a young man about fourteen 
came to me, crying and ſaying, © Sir I am convicted. but 
not converted: Oh pray for me.” I thank thee holy Father, 
Lord of heaven and earth, that thou haſt hid theſe things from the 


wiſe and prudent, and haſt revealed them unto Babes. Even fo 
Father, for ſo it ſeemed good in thy fight.” 


At Charles Town. **1 was refreſhed by hearing of a poor 


Girl, who was found ſiting at the gate, in the cold. Upon 
being examined by a holy experienced friend, he found 
ſhe was under very ſtrong convictions, and had followed 
me from Roxbury ; ſhe ſaid, ſhe wanted nothing but CHRIST, 
and Cx Is T ſhe would have” 

New York. © As I went down out of the pulpit, a woman 
ſaid, Come and ſee what Gor has done for me to night.“ 
1 De and ſaw her daughter 3 in a great agony, ſhe was 
crying out, O my Jesus, my Jesus.” Another little Boy 


was fo concerned on the pulpit ſtairs, that he could ſcarce 


ftand. One aſked him, why he cried? © Who can help 
it,” ſaid he, © the word cut me to the heart.” 

Baſtingridge. 1 had not diſcourſed long, but a little Boy of 
about feven or eight years of age, cried out exceeding pite- 
ouſly indeed, and wept as though-his heart would break. 
A Lad, about thirteen years old, told me, he never felt fin 
before yeſterday,” 
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1 
preſſions of his affection towards young people, l 
was more ſurpriſed, that Children in general did 


not flee to the Loꝝx o Jzsvs CHRIST, than that a 


few of them ſhould die rejoicing in his favour. 


What, probably, attracted her affection, and 
made her ſoul delight in Jesus, was his conde- 
ſcenſion in becoming a Child like her: ſubject to 
the weakneſſes and ſimplicity of Childbood, Luke 
il, 52. -The Ancient of days, a Babe of a few 
hours old. Hie that bears up all things, born 
upon his mother's knees. The Almighty, whoſe 
everlaſting arms, and bounteous grace and pro- 
vidence, enrich and ſupport all his people; held 
up by the arms of a poor woman, Wonder ye 
heavens! be aſtoniſhed O earth the Son of GO 
is become the Son of man. Glory ſhines through 
the veil. Heavenly hallelujabs proclaim his 
Advent; and a Star is lighted up to guide his 
worſhippers. Rejoice ye Youth, rejoice z your 
Gob and Saviour knows how to ſympathiſe in 
all your weakneſs, levity and ſorrow. O what 
encouragement 1s here! look up, look up, my 
dear young friends to Jzsvs, plead with him by 
all he knows of Childhood and of youth, to pity, 
help and fave. your ſouls. And as he once 
e grew in wiſdom, and in favour both with Goo 


4 and man,” aſk for the grace which he knows 
you want to follow him. | 


Another motive, which might engage her con- 
fidence and love, aroſe, perhaps, from the ex- 
amples which are given of Children, called by 

; | grace, 


6H, 4 


TH) Ep 

grace, and made happy in the Lond. She had 
heard of Samuel, who was very young, when 
Jzsvs called him to miniſter before him. He 
kept him, in ſpite of all the influence which the 
bad example of Els wicked ſons could have. 
What a miracle of grace is here! A call from 
Gov, when his years and inexperience were ſuch, 
as made it neceſſary for old Eli to explain the 
nature and meaning of it. Held in the hollow 


of his Saviour's hand, while men and miniſters 


were apoſtatiſing from their Gov. Behold the 
goodneſs and ſovereignty of Gop. In vain does 
ignorance oppoſe; | in vain does bad example at- 
tempt to injure; in the fulneſs of time the Loxp 
will teach his Jrael, and fave the remnant of his 
choſen people. She had read of Jab, that 


lovely tender-hearted king, who wept before the 


Lok Þ on account of ring tranſgreſſed his holy 


law. Jesus give you grace, dear Children, to 
follow his example. He rent his cloaths; the 


Lonxp rend your hearts. At eight years old, he 
did what was right in the fight of the Lok p. 


Divine Grace had cut him off from the wild 
olive, and engrafted him into the good one. The 


father left to periſh in his ſins, the fon humbled 


on account of his. O ſovereign grace! diſtin- 
guiſn ſome of theſe. O Son of Gob their years 
are few, make their hearts tender, humble, lov- 


ing: and, when their race is run, gather them, as 


thou haſt their late happy Schoolfellow, to their 
graves in peace. 
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But ſhe had, in all ikelibaod. obſerved with 
peculiar attention, the caſe of 7: imathy, Who was 
not called by a miraculous, voice from heaven, or 
alarmed, by a circumſtance, ſa. ſtriking, as the 


finding 2be book of, the law of the Logo; but made 


a happy parjaker of divine grace, in the common 
way of being taught the holy ſcriptures when a 
Child. Theſe examples muſt have fully con- 
vinced her, that, however, contemptible Children's 
thoughts and ways are generally held, by perſons 
older than themſelves, the. Lok p can ſweetly 
overcome thoſe difficulties, and make his own 
beloved IEsus the theme of their — 
in whom their ſouls delight. 


To the Saviour's condeſcenſion in becoming a 
Child, and his goodneſs in calling and accepting 
other Children, may be added our Lokp's diſ- 
pleaſure towards thoſe who would have forbidden 
them— his command, “ ſuffer little Children to 
4 come unto me, - and his gracious, conduct, 
<« he took them in his arms.“ Happy Child! 
thrice happy Child! when thus embraced. Here 
is your refuge dear Children: Behold the Sa- 


viour's arms are ſtill open. Arms of mercy, and 


of grace: flee to them, for it is added. e put 
<« his hands upon the Children, and bleſſed them.“ 
Parents, take courage, bring your children to 
Jesvs in the arms of your faith. The promiſe 
« js to you and to your Children,” Acts ii. 39. 
« He will pour his Spirit upon your Seed, and 
ee his bleſſing upon your Offspring.” Strange 

PE that 


tt) 


that diſciples ſhould Be ſo unacquainted with 
their Maſter's mind as to forbid any : 
I. 
Ses Tſrael's gentle ſhepherd ſtand, 
With all engaging charms : 
Hark how he calls the tender Lambs, 
And folds them 1 in his ning. 
I. | 
« Permit them td approach (he cries) 
% Nor ſcorn their humble name; 
« For 'twas to bleſs ſuch ſouls as theſe, 
e The Loxp of Angels came.” 
III. : 
We bring them, Lov, in thankful hands, 
And yield them up to thee, 
Joyful that we ourſelves are thine, 
Thine let our offspring be. 


IV. 


Fe little flock, with pleaſure hear, 


Ye children ſeek his face, 
And fly with tranſport to receive 
The bleſſings of his grace. DoporincE, 


But, if poſſible, ſtill more remarkable, and 
Peha yet more affecting, might be the Sa- 
viour's acceptance of their Praiſes, when the wiſe, 
the righteous, and the rulers were igeuling their 
attempts, and ſorely diſpleaſed at his permitting 
their little acts of worſhip: Their cry was, 
„ Hofannah to the Son of David.” Thus had 
ſhe, with her ſchoolfellows, often ſung, amidſt 
the contemptuous and ill-diſpoſed ; 
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Of David, and of Gop; 5 
Who brought the news of he down, 
And bought it with his blood. : 
| I. 
To CxRlsr, the anointed King, 
Be endleſs bleſſings giv'n; 
Let the whole earth his glory ſing, 
Who made our peace with heav'n. 
III. 
Then let our ſongs abound, 
And ev'ry tear be dry; 
We're marching thro' ImManver's ground 
To fairer worlds on high *. 


What an inducement and encouragement to 


youth to ſing the praiſes of our incarnate Gov ! 
Jesus not only allows and accepts their Hoſannas, 
but reproves the Scribes and Phariſees, and even 


quotes a Scripture, as having a fulfilment, in 
what they looked upon with contempt, and 
treated with ſo much ſcorn, 


To what the Lorp had promiſed and done for 
them, ſhe added, I ſuppoſe, in her meditations 
upon his goodneſs, the diſtinguiſhed honour he 
put upon Children in appointing them his proto- 
martyrs. The firſt perſecution which was raiſed 
againſt the perſon of Cukisr vented itſelf upon 
the Babes of Bethlehem. There are ſome ſpoken 
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of in the Revelation, as redeemed from the earth, 
undefiled, and firſt fruits unto Gop ;; whoſe cha- 
raſter may more juſtly ſuit thofe Infant-martyrs, 


than others who had * 4 __ time nn 
the ſun. 4 8 


Theſe n inſtances of the Saviour's 
love towards the offspring of his people, ſtrike 
me, as very ſufficient to account for the fearleſs 
happy moments of this departing Child. 1 might 
have added indeed, a well known matter of fact, 
that Jesvs once “ called a little Child unto him, 
« and ſet him in the midſt of his diſciples, and 
« ſaid, Verily I ſay unto you, Except ye be con- 
« yerted, and become as little Children, ye ſhall 
«* not enter into the kingdom of heaven, Matt. 
xviii. 2, 3. But enough has been ſaid, if it be 
the will of Gop to grant it his bleſſing, to juſtify 
Children in putting the moſt unlimited confidence 
in the LoxD Jesus CHRISTHNH; and to induce pa- 
rents, and all who have an authority over them, 
to bring them up in the © fear and admonition 
« of the Loxp,“ with a well grounded hope, that 
their **Labours ſhall not be in vain in the Logo!” 


Thus ſhall the Children of the faints 
Be dedicate to Gov. 
Pour out thy Spirit on them, Lokb, 
And waſh them in thy blood. 
Thus to the parents and their Seed, 
Shall thy ſalvation come 
And num'rous houſholds meet at laſt, 


In one eternal home, 
| | O my 


* 
O my fellow-labourers ! Miniſters of every 
denomination ſhew mercy to the Lambs of your 
Rocks. Addreſs them in public *, exhort them 
in private; and, above all, begin the good old 
method of catbechiſing them. The inattention 
and careleſſneſs of very young perſons, in divine 
worſhip is not to be wondered at, when it is 
conſidered, that the Preacher, in general, pays as 
little regard to them, as they to the Preacher. Is 
fooliſnneſs bound up in their hearts? Prov. xxvii. 
15. Is childhood and youth vanity? Eccleſ. xi. 
10. Redouble thy diligence, Chriſtian Miniſter. 
Give them line upon line; condeſcend to explain 
and exemplify divine truth in a language and 
manner adapted to their age and weakneſs. Let 


it never be ſaid, 


There is a lamb in any flock. 
Thou wouldſt diſdain to feed. 

Chtiſtian parents, awake to every poſſible 
means of teaching your children the truths of 
Gop. Platter them not: point out their paſſions 

and 


= The effect of ſuch an v attempt may reſt, not only upon 
youth, but poſſibly fink deep into the hearts of the aged; and 
prevent their grey hairs from deſcending with ſorrow to the 


grave, So Mr WWhatefield, when at Boſton, writes, * I think 


I never was ſo drawn out to pray for and invite little Chil- 
dren to JEsus CHRISTH as in the morning. A little before 


I had heard of a Child who was taken ſick juſt after it had 


heard me preach and ſaid, © He would go to Mr Whue- 
field's Gop, and died in a ſhort time. This encouraged me 
to ſpeak to little ones, but oh! how were the old people at- 

fected when I ſaid, © Little Children if your parents wil: 
& not come to CHRIS do you come and go to heaven with- 
© out them,” there ſeemed to be but few dry eyes. 


don 
and 
the 
ink 


hil- 


Ces) 
and evil tempers, their little envyings and hatred, 
as ſtreams: flowing from the corrupt fountain of 
their hearts. Pray with them; pray. for them. 


Shall Egyptian taſt-maſters lament over their 


_ departed offspring, and will not you mourn over 


dead fouls? Heathens lay up treaſures for their 
children;; but your care muſt exceed theirs. 
The rich man in hell could not bear the thoughts 
of, meeting, his brethren in that-place of torment;, 
O how. will you bear But I ſay no more; leſt 
the idea ſhould be too ſhocking. Hagar could 


not ſee her Iſbmael die; how much leſs: can you; 


ſuſtain the ſight of a, periſning child -a, part of 
yourſelves ſeparated from your Lox D? Remem- 
ber, Gop commanded Abraham, That all bis 
houſe ſhould be circumciſed. God ſent his judg- 
ment upon Eli and his houſe, becauſe the parent 
was conſcious of his childrens. iniquity; „ and re- 
&. ſtrained them nat.“ Auguſtine complained: that 
his father trained him up only for an Orator, not a 
Chriſtian. How different the ſentiment: of Mr 
Bolton ! On his death- bed, calling all his family, 
he cried out, .I charge you, O my children, not to 
meet me at the great day, before CHRIST's tri- 
6 bunal, in a Chriſtleſs, graceleſs condition.“ 


My dear children, into whoſe hands this Tract 
may fall, preſume not upon any fancied good or 
innocence, You were * ſhapen in 1niquity, 
ce and conceived in ſin,” Pſalm li. 5. You be- 
came * ſtrangers to Gop from the womb, and 
ce went aſtray as ſoon as you were born,” Pſalm 
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hib Your paſſions, 3 and will leſs "Y 
your anger, enyyings, and hatred ; » Jopriquarrels, 
lying, and fightings; your diſobetſlienet tu Gp, 
your parents, and others ſer over you, pong 
from the naughtineſs of your hearts. 


n 


Beſides, you (who have had opportunities of 
knowing) have forgotten the LoD Jesvs CRIST. 
The favour he has ſhewn has had but little, if 
any, effect upon your ſouls. You think not of 
his love, ſlight his tenderneſs, diſobey his com- 
mand, and "negleRt his ſalvation, It was dread- 
ful in Herod to murder the infants; what is it 
in you to deſtroy yourſelves? It was cruel in 
thoſe who would have forbidden children, when 


coming to IJxsus; what ſhall we * of you, * 


keep away from Him? 


But hear the Redeemer, ce Suffer little children 
« to come unto me, and forbid them not, Mart. 
x. 14. Suffer them to come, notwithſtanding - 
their ignorance, weakneſs, and vanity. -' Forbid 
them not, O world, ſin, or Satan. Forbid them 
not on account, even of their depravity, and fro- 


wardneſs. It is not the will of my Father, 


<« that any of theſe little ones, who believe in me, 
« ſhould periſh,” Matt. xviii. 14. My heart 
and arms are open; my bleſſings ready, I will 
« be merciful to their tranſgreſſions, and remem- 
« ber their ſins no more,“ and „ out of the 
« mouth of theſe babes and ſucklings ordain my 


cc praiſe,” Eſalm viii. 2. Amen, Lonp Ixsvs. Amen. 
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